
SOCIAL INNOVATION: 
FROM BENCH TO SOCIETY

honoring Kafui Dzirasa, MD, PhD, recipient of the 2022 Benjamin Franklin NextGen Award

This symposium will cover a wide range of approaches to elucidate 
social interactions in experimental model systems and in humans. 
We will learn about multi-disciplinary studies of emotions and social 
behavior at the molecular and neurobiological level in the mouse and 
how biological predispositions for social connection shape resilience 
to climate-induced stressors in monkeys. Finally, we will hear about 
a 50-year experiment to establish the right support and empower 
diverse workforce in science and engineering. 

M AY 5TH, 2022  
8:30 AM - 12:30 PM 
Biomedical Building (BRB) Gaulton Auditorium 
421 Curie Boulevard
Philadelphia, PA 19104 

SPEAKERS: KAFUI DZIRASA, MD, PhD, LAUREATE
Duke University Medical Center

KAY M. TYE, PhD
Salk Institute for Biological Studies
University of California, San Diego

MICHAEL PLATT, PhD
University of Pennsylvania

FREEMAN A. HRABOWSKI III, PhD 
University of Maryland, Baltimore County

PRICE: Free and open to the public 

CONTACT: Kimberly Runyan at krunyan@pennmedicine.upenn.edu

“Some people are more 
social than others. It 

doesn't mean that people 
who are less social have 

a psychiatric illness, it 
means there are individu-

al differences.” 
- Kafui Dzirasa  




